

















in the firing. Students must be conscious of what you are trying to create.”
Finally, implicit in a workshop that is fully funded by UCF Potters’ Guild is
the question of relevance of this art form in the 21st century. Overcoming bar-

riers of distance and language, of attachment to family, and of creative control
in order to share his insights with the Orlando community, Setsuo Watanabe
projected: “I see a future in sculpture and glazed ware. I think the future of
Bizenware is expanding, in terms of glazed and non-glazed techniques. It has
been gradual, but people are much more aware of Bizen unglazed pottery. In
spite of rapid expansion in technology, the non-technical way s also expand-
ing. In America, there is plenty of opportunity (land and fuel), but in Japan,
limited raw material and fuel resources are an important environmental factor,
So in a sense, the availability of natural resources controls the development of
the art form.... When I saw the brush fires in Florida, I thought, what a waste
of wood. In Florida there is plenty of wood, butin Japan, that is not the case.”
Hadi Abbas concurred that the popularity of woodhring 1s growing, and
added, “This cultural exchange confirmed that artists should abandon any tra-
dition of protecting their techniques from fellow artists. The artist is a vehicle.
Only artists at advanced skill levels will be able to correctly interpret evolved
techniques, so we must begin to share. We live through our art by passing it on
to the new generations.” Even months after the workshop, reflection on Set-
suo Watanabe’s inspired skill continues to reveal new lessons for the UCF
community, and our dedication to anagama firing is more secure than ever.

Professor Hadi Ali Abbas and Terry Lynne Bryant teach at the University of Central
Florida. This article is based on an interview with Setsuo Watanabe of Bizen, Japan, con-
ducted on February 25, 2001, at the home of Professor Hadi Abbas. Translated by Mariko
Cruse. Additienal information was provided by the UCF Potters” Guild, David Posner and
UCF Professor Bettie Sommer. Photographs by Randall Smith.
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